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munion with Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
By Divineof the Church of England, by Law:Eſtabliſhed. .. 
— ——ͤ— 4 —— ́äj— —— een 
Der Fourth Edition. MT 
VCC 
1. HE game Reaſons which oblige Perſons to hear and join with 
day us, oblige us alſo to take all Op ortunities of hearing and join- 
a wich che Noncontormifts they being Miniſters: of Chrift, 
bhabing due Call and Authority from him to preach the Goſ- 
pel. The Church hath real nced af their Labouts, their Miniſtry is hated by 
Satan and his Inſtruments 3 they, are duly ſubject to the higher Powers, and 


are protected by the Law of the Land in the courſe of their Miniftry, and are 
a aconlidtrable part of the ſame Church of England, which Her preſent Majeſty 
under God is Supream Governour of, according to the old Oath of Supremacy, 
and the 37th Article of the Church of "England, oo ro oo, 
2. Thoſe Words of our Saviour's take place here, He that is not ' againſt us, 
is on dur part, Mark 9. 40. The Nonconformiſts really: are nat againſt us, there- 
fore they are on our part. The Scope and Drift of their Miniſtry is to win 
Souls, not to this or that Sect, but to Chriſt; to teach them their Duty to 
God, and to Her Preſent Majeſty, as Sole Supream under God, and the com- 
mon Center of Catholick Unity in theſe Nations. She is truly tender of our 
Miniſtry, rejoice in our Labours, and in the Gifts and Graces of able and 
faithful Conformitts. L 4.0007; 70m yimelcq- of 2:00 ali orc 
3. In the time of the late King-7ames the Church of England did confeſs 
its Error in being ſevere to the Nonconformiſts. This is . plain from a cer- 
tain Pamphlet publiſhed in the late King's Reign, Intituled, 4 Letter to a VI 
enter upon occaſion of his Majeſties late Gracious Declaration of Indulgence, The 
Words thereof, pas. 8. are theſe following; The Church of England convinced. 
of its Error in being ſevere to you: The ' Parliament, whenever it. meeteth, will 
ure be gentle to you * The next Heir bred'in the Country, which you have ſo often 
quoted for a Patern of Indzlgence'* A general Agreement of all thinking - Men, that 
ve muſk110" more cat our ſelves off from the Proteſtants abroad, but rather inlarge 
the Foundations upon 'wehich we are to build gur Defentes againſi the common Ene. 


my : fa that in truth ali Things ſtem is conſpire to give you Eaſe! and Satiafatti- 
= is &c. This is to be che 58 W the general Enso the conforming Nobi- 
lity, Gentry, Commonalty, and Clergy, in the time of the late K. 7's Reign: 
For ſo really it was, as is well known. Now here the Church of England 
doth confels its Error towards the Diſſenters; and to have erred, not in ſome 
light and trivial Matters, but in Matters touching the Foundation, and ſees, 
A nedelfity of inlarging its Foundations, and conſequently of taking inthe Non- 
couformilie, and making them conſtituent Parts of the Church with her ſelf. 
Either then the Nonconformiſts are upon * and the ſame Foundation with 
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gut ſelves; or they deſerve to be, and it is through no fault of theirs that they 


are not: Being upon the fame Foundation, we cannot be againſt their Mini- 


ſtry and Meetings, but we mult needs be againſt our own, and overthrow 


? 


the Common Proteſtant Cauſe, Religion and Intereſt, in this Nation, and 


conſequently in all other Nations and Countries, what in us lyes ; and in be- 


ing for their Miniſtry, we are for our own. EE 7 | | 
4+ Theſe Scriptures ſet together prove it a Duty, vis. Hear, and your Soul 
ſhall live, Ila. 55.8. Where Two or Three are gathered together in my Name, 
there am I in the midſt of them, Mat. 18. 20. I charge thee before God, and the 


Lord Feſms-Chriſt, preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 2 Tim. 


4. I, 2. Though I be free from all Men, yet have I made my ſelf Servant unto all, 
that Imight 2.20 the mie: And unto the Fews I became as a Fam: that I might 
gain the Fews ; to them that are under the Law as under the Law, that 1 might 

ain them that are under the Law ; to them that are without Law, ( being not 


without Law to God, but under the Lam to Chriſt ) that I might gain them that 


are withont Law : To the weak became 1 as weak, that I might gain the weak. 1 


am made all Things to all Men, that I might by all means ſave ſome : And this 


\ 


5. The Communion of Saints is a principal Part . the Catechiſm, and of the 
common Creed of Chriſtendom; it is a Fundamental in true Religion, moſt fre- 
uently repeated in all Conforming Congregations. Now we do not duly be- 
lieve and practiſe this Fundamental, unleſs we hear and join with the Non- 
conforming Brethren in the Word, and Prayer, and Sacraments, as we have 


CEull and Opportunity, they being viſible Saints, and there being nothing in 


their Way of Worſhip but what is either laudable or tolerable: God ' doth 
w_ and approve their Miniſtry and Meetings, and is graciouſly preſent with 
them. | | f ; : 

| | ObjeFions Anſwered, % 
bj. 1. The Presbyterian Miniſters refuſe Subjection to the Governours of 
the Church of England, and therefore it cannot be ſafe for us to hear and join 
with them. Anſw. This is plainly not true: For under God Her preſent 


Majeſty is Sole Supream Governour of the Church of n e ruling all E- 


ſtates according to Laws, enacted by common Conſent in Parliament; witneſs 


the old Oath of Supremacy, and the Nen Article of the Church of England, in 


theſe words, The King's Majeſty hath the chief Power in this Realm of England, and 


other his Dominions; unto whom the chief Government of all Eſtates of this Realm, 


whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth appertain, and is not, nor 
ought to be, ſubject to any Foreign Furiſdiction. The Diſſenters generally ſub- 
ſcribe this Article; and it is notorious that they are duly ſubje& to Her preſent 
Majeſty, pray heartily for Her, pay Taxes, bear all legal Charges, and are 


more upright and cordial to the preſent Government than many of the Con- 


formiſis are. If you deny Her preſent Majeſty to be chief Governour of the 
Church of England, you then bring in the Papacy, and unhinge the Govern- 


= ment. : 


Obj. 2. Though the Queen be Supream Governour by the Sword, yet Bi- 
ſhops are Supream Governours of the Church of England by the Word. Anſ. 


Biſhops have no Authority but what is Miniſterial and Subordinate, and there: 
fore they cannot be Supream Governours : They are under Law to God, and 


they are under Law to the Queen, as God's Vicegerent. If you ſuppoſe them. 
* 1 4 8 . 
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Supream Governours of the Church of Exgland, you ſuppoſe them Popes; 


that is, Antichriſtian Prelates, exalting themſelves above God, and above 


the Queen, his Vicegerent. Abiat har the High-Prieſt was not ſuperior to, 
nor co-ordinate with, King Solomon, but his Subject, and therefore for his 
Crime was juſtly depoſed by him, and Zadock put in his Room. | 
.  Ohj. 3. The Diſſenting Miniſters have not juſt and valid Ordination. as be- 


ing ordained by meer Presbyters without a Biſhop. Anſw. God hath no 
where declared that there cannot be juſt and valid Or nation without a Bi- 
ſhop, and therefore the contrary Doctrine muſt needs be Erroneous. Accor- 
dingly, all true Proteſtants own and approve Ordination by Presbyters with 

| erw-Fngland, 
Churches) to be juſt and valid, and not defective in any thing abſolutely 
. neceſſary. The Church of England doth not allow the Ordination of Presby- 
ters by a Biſhop only, without the preſence and concurrence of co-affiſtant 


out a Biſhop, (as is uſed in the Dutch, Helvetian, French, and 


Presbyters, who do equally impoſe Hands with the'Biſhop : And the Presby- 
terians do not allow Ordination by all Presbyters promiſcuouſly, but only b 
Senior Presbyters, ſuch as for their Age, Experience, Gravity, Wiſdom, mini- 


_ terial Ability and Fidelity, and exemplary Vertues, are Heads and chief Men 


among them, and a kind of Fathers to the younger Sort. The principal 


thing in a Miniſter of Chriſt is not external Ordination, but miniſterial Abi- 
lity and Fidelity; external Ordination is not principal, but ſubſervient : 


And where is miniſterial Ability and Fidelity, with the conſent and liking of 
the People, and the protection, and countenance, or permiſſion, of the Magi- 
ſtrate, with Impoſition of Hands, and Faſting, and Prayer, by Senior Presby- 
ters of known Wiſdom, Gravity, Piety, and exemplary Vertue and Abili- 
ty, either this is juſt and valid Ordination, or there is no ſuch thing as Ordi- 


nation, neither can it be declared what it is. Now this is the Ordination in 


uſe among the Presbyterians. And indeed able and faithful Presbyters are, 


according to Scripture-Phraſe, Biſhops, Acts 20. 17, 28. Phil. 1. 1. 1 Pet. 5. 1. 


Obj. 4. We who are conforming Miniſters cannot hear and join with the 
Noncontormitis without Breach of our Oath of Canonical Obedience to the 


Ordinary. Anſw. That Oath binds us but to obey the Ordinary in Things 


lawful and honeſt: And to hear and join with the Nonconformiſts as we have 


Opportunity, is neither againſt Law nor Honeſty, but rather laudable, plea- 
ſing to God, profitable to the Soul, and the true Way of Peace. The Ordi- 


nary is not Supream, but an Officer appointed by the Queen and State touch- 
ing Church- Matters; ſhe is under Law to God, and to the Queen and 


State: If he enjoin or forbid us any thing contrary to Law, we owe him no 


Obedience. Our Oath to him binds us to no new Duty, but only binds us 


more ſtrictly to do what we had been bound by the Law to do, in caſe we 


had not taken that Oath. The ſame Supream Authority which makes the 


Ordinary, and gives him limited Power over us, doth declare, in the Pre- 
anmble of the late Act for Toleration, that the Liberty now enjoyed by the 
Nonconformiſts may be an effectual Means to Unite Their Majeſtic 


Subjects in Intereſt and Aﬀection. Now our hearing and joining with the 
Nonconformiſts is a countenancing of them, and of their preſent Liberty, 
and conſequently it tendeth.to the Union of Proteſtants In Intereſt and Affecti- 


on, in the Judgment of the Queen, and of both Houſes of Parllament, and 


conſequently of the Ordinary himſelf ; for by An Ordinary is meant cu 
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Shop of the Dioceſs, who is one of the Houſe of Lords, and ſo hath a Hand in 
making the Law. How can we diſobey the Biſhop, by hearing and joining 
with thoſe Men, unto whom the Biſhop himſelf, as a Nine of the Houſe of 
Lords, doth by his Conſent to the Act of Parliament give free Liberty, as an ef- 
fectual Means of uniting Proteſtants in Intereſt and Affection, and'exempteth/ 
them from all ee om peing proſecuted in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
for. or by reaſon of, nonconforming to the Church of Englands 
ij. 5. The Nonconformiſts are againſt all Church-Government by Biſhops; 
and there can be no Church without a Biſhop. Anſ. The Nonconformiſts are 
not againſt all Church- Government by Biſhops, for they have long de ſired that 
Famous Archbiſhop V/er's Model of Church- Government by Biſhops and Preſ- 
. byters might be eſtabliſhed among us: But hitherto they could not obtain it; 
for there area Party of Men in the Nation, ſome Clergy, and ſome Laity, by 
Profeſhon Proteſtants, whom. the Piety and Moderation of ſuch Biſhops, as 
Bichop Cher, and Biſhop Hall, doth greatly offend, and can by no Means 
pleaſe. A limited Epifcopacy theNonconformiſts generally are not againſt; 
try and ſee if they will not bran 4a and willingly conform to, Archbiſhop 
Uſjber's Model. That there may be a Church without a Biſhop, is plain from 
the Dutch, Helvetian, Proteſtant, French, Churches, and thoſe in New- Eng- 
land, There is alſo the Univerſal Church on Earth, and yet no one univerſat 
- Paſtor and, Biſhopon Earth. The Pope indeed claims to bs fo, but for that he 
is by Proteſiants juſtlycharged with Antichriftian Pride and Ambition. There 
is alſo the Church of England, as comprizing all the Chriſtian People in Eng- 
land; but noone Man is univerſal Biſhop to all the Chriſtian People in Eng- 
land, nor are all the Biſhops put together Governors of the Church of England, 
but they are ſubject to the Queen, and | (nies 93 by Laws, made by the Queerz 
and Parliament, as hath been declared; and therefore it is not true, that 
there can be no Church without a Biſhop. The Church conſiſteth by Chiiſti- 
an Faith, Hope, and Love; not as excluſive of Paſtors and Miniſters, but as 
ſuppoſing and including them as God's Inſtruments, for begetting and finiſh- 
ing theſe heavenly Graces : And nothing hinders but that able and faithful 
Presbyters may be inſtrumental in God's Hand for begetting and finiſhing theſe 
heavenly. Graces in Thouſands of Souls ; yea, and much better than ſome Bi- 
ſhops, ſuch as either cannot, or will not, labour in the Word and Doctrine; 
Popiſh Biſhops, who are Idolaters ; and ſuch other as ſeek themſelves, and 
not the Things of God. ae 1 55 eb e 
Obj. 6. The Nonconformiſts have no Ceremonies in their Way of Worſh'p. 
Anſw. Yes, but they have Two Ceremonies of God's own ordaining, Bap- 
tifm, and the Inſtitution of Bread and Wine; and if God had not thought 
theſe Two enough, he could eaſily have ordained more; but he thought good 
to ordain no more; and it muſt needs be a wiſe and ſafe Way to keep to God's 
Ordinance. | FEE 3 
Obj. 7. The Nonconformiſts have no Publick Liturgy; that is, no fiinted 
Form of Publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of Sacraments. Anſw. You will 
ive the Miniſter Leave to chuſe his Text, and compoſe and methodize his 
mon; why can not you alſo leave him to perform the other Part of Mini- 
fterial] Office, reſpecting Prayer, Thankſgiving, and the Sacraments, by a 
minted Form or not, as he himſelt js beſt able, and thinks moſt meet? If his 
Words be Grave, Sound, Scriptural, Pious, ſuited to Common Edification, 
though not to each one's Fancy, your Duty is to mind your Heart, to 1 
| 1 | | Tos at 
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that from Pride, and carnal Prejudice, and evil Thoughts, and afteRiogately 
to concur and join in all the Service, and be thankful. It is very delirable that all 
Miniſters were of ſuch Abilities, and at all times fo prompt and full, as to need 
no ſtinted Form in Publick; let thoſe who are fo able not be abridged of their 
Liberty beyond their own Choice and Chriſtian Prudence. The Nonconfor- 
miſts keep to Chriſt's own Words in the Act of Baptiſm, and they recite the 
Words of Chrilt touching the Lord's Supper, and they keep to a ſtinted Form 
in ſinging Pſalms, and they read God's own Word in their Aſſemblies; and 
if they be able to preach, they are able to pray, and to ſuit their Prayer to the 
Edihcation of that People over whom they are ſet, and to whom they mini- 
ſter. And therefore this can be no juſt Exception; they think they have much 
more reaſon to except againſt our Way, as being too much in ſtinted Forms. 
Obj. 8. We who are Conformiſts cannot hear and join with the Nonconfor- 
milts without condemning our own Way. Anſw. It doth not follow that be- 


cauſe our Way is good, therefore their Way is not good ; for as to External 


Modes, and Forms, and Things Circumſtantial, S:tter-Churches, and Ncigh- - 
 bour-Congregations, may differ, and yet both be good and lawful Twenty 
Miniſters at the ſame time in diſtant Congregations may hit upon the ſame 
Text, and deliver the ſame ſubſtantial Doctrine, and yet their Words, and 
Method, and Compoſure, may wonderfully vary, and all may be good and 
uſeful, and God more glorified by ſuch Variety than otherwife. Moſt conform- 
ing Congregations have no Organs, ſome have; muſt therefore One of the Two 
neceſſarily be bad and damnable 2 The Churches in Holland, the Churches 
in Helvetia and Geneva, the Churches in Denmark, and in Ne. England, the 
Proteſtant French Churches, have different Ways, and Modes, and Forms, 
as to external Worſhip. If one be good, muſt we therefore condemn all the 
reſt as ſinful? What is tinful and forbidden by God we may in no wiſe conform 
to; but what is neither preciſely commanded, nor preciſely forbidden, by 
God, may be done or not done, according as Chriſtian Prudence ſhall dictate 
to be moſt Convenient: In ſuch Caſes and Matters we are. after the Exam 


ple of St. Paul, to be all Things to all Men; and if we come to an Epiſco- 


pal Church, do as they do; if we come to a Precbyterian Church, do as they 
do; according as Ambroſe adviſed Auguſtine, Ad quameunque eccleſiam veneris, 
ej us morem ferva, fi, &c. To what Church ſoever thou {halt come, obſerve 
its Way and Manner, if thou wouldſt neither offend others, nor have others 
to offend thee. C | 3 
Obj. 9. It the Nonconformiſts will preach in the Church I will readily 
hear them; but to hear them in Barns, and private Houſes, and the like 
Places, I will not, I am againſt it. Anſw. We cannot follow a better Patern 
than Chriſt: Now he preached not only in the Temple and Synagogue, but 
in private Houſes, and ſometimes upon a Mountain, and by the Sza-fide out 
of a Ship, the People ſtanding upon the Shore; and he never declined Preach- 
ing to more or fewer in any convenient Place ſuitable to the Occaſion. The 
Places in which the Nonconformiſts preach, ſome of them are goodly Edifices, 
ſome of them are publick Chapels ; the meaneſt of them are not naturally in- 
decent; they beſt ſuit with their Circumſtances ; and God being graciouſly 
preſent with them, the Places where they aſſemble muſt needs be the Houſe of 
God, and the Gate of Heaven, Gen. 28. 10, to 18. Get them tree leave to exer- 
ciſe their Miniſtry in the Churches, and they will willingly quit their Barns . 


and other Places; but if you exclude them from the Churches, you ey: 4 


them to preach in other Places; and by valuing the Word for the ſake of the 


you do not truly value God's Word. As it was no ſhame to Chriſt to be Born 
in a Stable, nor to his Virgin- Mother, becauſe it was not their Sin, but their 
Calamity, but all the Shame was to thoſe that thruft them into the Stable : 
Soit isno Shame for God's Miniſters and People to worlhip him in a Barn, 


when they have no fitter Place to worſhip God in. . 5 
Obj. 10. There is no need of the Nonconformiſts Preaching; it doth more 
hurt than good; it may better be ſpared; the Conformiſt Miniſters are full 
enough for the People of this Land. Anſw. I confeſs, that if all Places through- 
out the Nation were ſupplied by able and faithful Conforming Miniſters, as 
ſome are, there would not be ſuch need of the Nonconformiſts Preaching, as 
now. there is ; but it is manifeſt to all diſcerningand impartial Chriſtians, that 
though there is no want of Miniſters, yet there is great need of able, holy, 
conſtant, painfully, and exemplary, Miniſters in all the Dioceſſes of England; 
and pious Confor miſts and Nonconformiſts Miniſters have need of each other's 
Labours; and the more humble and faithful they are, the more ſenſible of it. 
Never to this Day did the Church over-abound with able and faithful Preach- 
ers, nor will to the end of the World, while the Followers of Cain and Abel 
remain in the World, and many are called, but few choſen. Good Biſhop 
Hall would uſe to lay, You may as well complain of too many Stars in the 
Firmament, as of too many good Preachers in a County. 

Oi. 11.: The Act for Toleration doth only tolerate the Nonconformiſt 
Meetings, it doth not approve them. Anſ. It is plain from the Preamble of 
the Act, that it permits them as an effectual Means to unite Her Majeſties Pro- 
teſtant Subject in Intereſt and Affection; and therefore it muſt needs approve 

them. For nothing that is not good and laudable, and worthy to be approved, 
can be an effectual Means of uniting Proteſtants in Intereſt and Affection; ſo 
that the Nonconformiſts have as true Right to their Places by the Law of the 
Land, as the Conformiſts have to theirs ; they are both alike under Her Ma- 
jeſties Protection, and do alike ſtand or fall with Her and Her Government; 
their Religion is one, they have the ſame common Enemy, and are like to be 

happy or miſerable, ſtrong or weak, according as they unite in God and Her 
preſent Majeſty, or do not unite. | „ 3 

Obj. 12. The Presbyterian Meetings are not true viſible Churches of Chriſt. 
Anſw. The 19th Article of the Church of England declares, The viſible Church 
of Chriſt to be a Congregation of faithful Men, in the which the pure Word of God is 
preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniſtred according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in 
all thoſe Things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. Now the Diſſenters 
Meetings are vilibly ſuch Congregations, and therefore it is impoſſible that 
they ſhould be Heretical, Schiſmatical, and lacking in any thing neceſſary to 
the being of true viſible Churches of Chriſt. If we deny them to be true vi- 
' ſible Churches of Chriſt, we. ſhall not be able to prove the Conformiſt 

Churches true viſible Churches of Chriſt ; for my part I am not able, and 1 
* to ſee it ſolidly and ſcripturally proved by any other. 5 
5j. 13. Conforming and Nonconforming Churches are contradictorily op- 
poſite, as Light and Darknets, Chriſt and Belial, Heaven and Hell. and there- 

fore both cannot be true Churches. Anſw. Such as conform to God's Word, 


and ſuch as do not conform to God's Word, in the Subſtance and Foundation 
5 8 | * | of 


Place rather than the Place for the ſake of the Word, you declare that indeed 


of Religion, are contradiForily oppoſite, as Heaven and Hell, the Church of 
God, and the Synagogue of Satan; but they who equally conform to God's 
Law, in the Subſtance and Foundation of Religion, and differ but about cir- 
cumſtantial Things injoined by Man's Law, though really, and for the main, 
they be both Conformiſts, yet verbally, and ſecundum quid, they differ as Con- 
formiſts and Nonconformiſts; therefore the grand difference is not between Con- 
forming and Nonconforming Proteſtants, but between Godly and Ungodly 
Proteſtants, whether Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. As for Godly Men, 
Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts, they can bear with one another, and rejoice 
in each other's Labours, and ſincerely, tho not perfectly, deny themſelves, and 
mind and ſeek the Things of Chriſt, and advance his Kingdom :; but it is Unrege- 
nerate, Ungodly, Self-ſeeking, Saint-hating, Senſual and Worldly Men, whether 
Conformitis or Nonconformiſts, that are the Plague of the Church, and<Satan's 
chief Agents. . 
Obj. 14. It is fitter that the Nonconformiſts come over to us than we to 
them; we by yielding to them ſhall harden them in their ſinful Nonconfor- 
mity, and ſhall diſpleaſe our own Side, and not gain our Enemy. Anſw. 
Be it ſuppoſed that Nonconformity is a Sin, will it therefore follow that we 
are not to do our Duty to God and them, and all that in us lyes ſeek the Peace 
of the Church, and the Publick Good ? Rigid Conformifſts eonfeſs the Points 
ſcrupled by Nonconformiſts to be in their own Nature indifferent, neither 
commanded nor forbidden by God, and that the Church may well be without 
them: Moderate Conformiſts confeſs the Church might better be without 
them, if all, both Rulers and People, could be ſo content : But Nonconfor- 
miſts judge ſome of the Things to be ſiatly ſinful. Now on whom doth it 
lvye to yield? They retaining their own Principles, canvot yield and come over 
to us; we retaining our own Principles, may come over to them, and join 
with them in the Word, and Prayer, and Sacraments, as we have Call and 
Opportunity; and in ſo doing we gain them ſo far as it lyes in us to gain 
them; we pleaſe God, which is Motive ſufficient, and cannot but have a 
good End and Effect. If they make an ill Uſe of our Condeſcenſion, that is 
their Sin, for which they muſt anſwer to God, who will not fail to accept 
and reward our good Deed: And if Conformiſts be diſpleaſed with us for 
doing our Duty, ſhall we therefore deſiſt from it? The Queſtion is not, whe- 
ther they Sin in not Conforming? But allowing to each other their different 
Thoughts and Opinions about Conformity, wh 
to mutual Peace and Concord? They are fo prudent as in the courſe of their 
Miniſtry to inſiſt upon thoſe Points in which both Sides agree, as being ſuffici- 
ent for Edification; and therefore we may ſafely join with them in publick 
Church-duties as we have occafion, without receding from our own Princi- 
ples, without breaking any Law Divine or Humane; and therefore it will lye at 
on Door if we do not; we Sin againſt one Article of Faith, The Communion of 
aints. N 8 8 7 
Obj. 15. The Nonconformiſts preaching is generally Myftical, Enthufiaſti- 
cal, and Calviniſtical, therefore I care not to hear them. Anſw. You mean 
(I ſuppoſe) they preach the Doctrines of Original Sin, Regeneration, and - 
Myſtical Union with Chriſt, Oc. I with we did preach more on ſuch Sub. 
jects, which are ſo neceſſary in order to Salvation, and which comes more 
home to the Conſcience; whereas that which we call Rational and Ingenious - 
does only affect the Fancy; the truth is, too many of us preach up Sener 
more than we do St. Paul, : 0bj 16. 
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95j. 16. Can you give an Inſtance, an Example, of what you preſs 

saAAlud exhort to? Anu Tes, a famous one recorded in the Harmony of Con- 

tfleelſlions of Three Parties of Proteſtants in Poland, ſome following the Auguſtine 

Conkeſſion, ſome following the Helvetian Conteſfion, and ſome following the 
Bohemian Confeſſion; and being ſenſible of the evil and ſad Effects of their 

_- Diviſions." the leading Men of each Party came to an Agreement: as to Do- 

* rine and Points of Faith, and permitted to one another diverſity in Rites and =! 
external Modes, and ſo became one, and did preach, and pray; and communi- * * 


= eate, with one another, and did greatly flourith in the midſt of Popiſh Adver- 
=_ fſaries, and Arian Hereticks, and Enemies of all ſorts. See for this Cor put Con- 
. Fel. par, 1. pag. 163. par. 2. 155 215. Parei Irenic. cap. 7. 
| FRED on 7. A and thorow Conformiſt I love, a downright Non- 
- -- conformiſt I can fence-my ſelf againſt, and do not much fear nor care for; but 
"> a doubting Conformiſt, neither Fiſh-nor Fleſh, halting between God and Baal, 
= | and true to no fide, I cannot endure; the Church is in moſt danger from ſuch ; 
* = from ſuch good Lord deliver us. Anſw. You do well to be, againſt Double- 
76 mindedneſs and Hypocriſie, and halting between God and Baa! ; I pray ſtick 
* to this Principle, and be for no Side, for no Sect and Party, againſt imparti- 
a Al Truth and Godlineſs, and permit me and others to ſerve you, and both 
1 | Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts, in Love; and all that lyes in. us to live 


-peaceably with all Men, and to be one with God, and all good Men, againſt 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. Remember the Communion of Saints 
ww in an Article of Faith twice repeated in Conforming Churches each Lord's 
Day, and at other times. Let us all agree to practice this one Article of Faith 
- impartially, and it will heal all our Breaches and Diviſions: I prefs no one to 
g0 againſt his own Principles, and the Dictate of his Conſcience, but only 
in Times of great Divition, and of many Sects and Parties, and contrary Ways 
and Intereſts, to be an impartial Chriſtian, and to abound in holy Love, and 
Self-denial, and true Zea), for the Peace of God's Church in this Nation, and 
for the Publick Good. .Certainly St. Paul did well in circumciſing Timothy, 
Acts 16. 3. and yet elſewhere he counts Circumcifion a weak and e „Ele. 
2 


ment, Gal. 4. 9. and tells the Galatians, H ye be circumciſed, Chriſt / pro- 
fit jon not hing, Gal. 5. 2. Was therefore St. Paul neither Fiſh nor Fleſh, but a 
Double. minded Hypocrite ? Judge not according to appearance, but according 
to Truth: Have Love to your Country; value Perſons by their infides, 
Let us remember the Day of Judgment, lovingly converſe with our Prote- 
ſtant Brethren. not be ſtrange to them, ſerve them in Love; rejoice that 
EE Chriſt is preached, Souls ſaved and edified, and Satan confounded, by the Mi- ay 
3 niſtry of Proteſtant Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts. Long for the good Daz = 
"i when all Sect-names ſhall be aboliſhed, and till that can be let us really Jad - 
3h indeed be one in Love; embrace the Nonconformitts as dear Brethren in Chriſt, | 
3 make them freely welcome as Fellow-labourers, encourage our People to hear 
* them, and hear and join with them our ſelves as we have Opportunity, and 
3 thank them for their Labours, and wiſh them all good Succeis, and extend 
* _ our Charity to ſuch of them as need, and in all Things conform, our ſelyes to 
1 the Example of Chriſt. To him be Glory for ever. Amen. 
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